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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 1062 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR UK SO 

SUB J : BRITISH AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS 
REF: MOGADISCIO 0936 

1. AFTER APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS IN MOGADISCIO, NEW UK 
AMBASSADOR JOHN SHAW PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS TO PRESIDENT 
SIAD ON JULY 16. 

2. IN MEETING WITH CHARGE JULY 17, SHAW SAID HE THOUGHT HIS 
INITIAL MEETING WENT BETTER THAN HE HAD EXPECTED. SHAW'S RE- 
MARKS HAD BEEN BRIEF AND ABSOLUTELY NON-CONTROVERSIAL. HE 
MADE NO REFERENCE TO SOMALI INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS BUT DID 
STRESS LONGSTANDING RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES AND HIS 
INTEREST IN FURTHERING THESE RELATIONS. LENGTHY SOMALI REPLY 
UNDERLINED GSDR "POSITIVE NEUTRALITY" AND IN CONDITIONAL 
MATERIAL AND MORAL SUPPORT TO OUR ENSLAVED AFRICAN BROTHERS 
STILL UNDER COLONIAL DOMINATION." 

3. SHAW SAID HE PERSONALLY VERY IMPRESSED BY SIAD'S EVIDENT 
SINCERITY AND DEVOTION FOR FORGING UNIFIED, SELF-SUFFICIENT 
COUNTRY. SIAD MADE ONLY INDIRECT REFERENCE TO BRITISH AID, 
STATING (AS HE HAS TO US) THAT GOOD RELATIONS ARE NOT DEPENDENT 
UPON ASSISTANCE. QUESTION OF UK SCHOLARSHIPS ALSO MENTIONED 
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INDIRECTLY: SIAD EXPLAINED GSDR'S FIRM RESOLVE TO HAVE EDUCA- 
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TION PERFORMED IN SOMALIA; HE REVERTED TO FAMILIAR ARGUMENT 
THAT SOHULIS WHO STUDIED OVERSAES WERE NOT EQUIPPED TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO NATIONAL EFFORT ON THEIR RETURN. SIAD DID MENTION, HOWEVER, 

THAT EXCEPTIONS HAD AND WOULD BE MADE FOR POSTGRADUATE STUDY 
ABROAD. 

4. PRESENTATION GIVEN PROMINENT COVERAGE BY SOMALI PRESS, 

ALTHOUGH LATTER GAVE SHORT SHRIFT TO SHAW'S REMARKS AND MIS- 
QUOTED HIM IN STATING THAT UK SUPPORTED SOMALIA'S INTER- 
NATIONAL POLICY. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE NOTHING IN MEETING INDICATES CHANGE IN 
SIAD'S ANTI-BRITISH ATTITUDES REPORTED REFTEL, SIAD DID RECEIVE 

NEW AMBASSADOR CORRECTLY AND PROMPTLY (BY MOGADISCIO STANDARDS). 
CROMWELL 
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